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Ralph Nichols




sid replied to
lowpull's topic in Blue Skies - In Memory Of









I wish I could be there too, however the immigration dept. would have me back in detention before the wheels hit the tarmac. Ralphie was my SkyBrother and more and I miss him and Jeff all the time....... ya pair of rednecks...... Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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 1 reply
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EG Suits FF Pants.




sid replied to
skycamefalling's topic in Gear and Rigging









I would suggest washing them in cold water and by hand, but if you do that AND they still shrink I ain't buying you a new pair......... DEFINITELY don't put them in a tumble drier (and that's nothing against EG products which I believe are excellent, but if something is gonna shrink a drier will make it really shrink) Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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what are acceptable reserve extraction forces




sid replied to
sid's topic in Gear and Rigging









In the absence of any kind of a range of data from the manufacturer so far, I decided to use Terry's Criteria. It just so happened I had 5 more of these rigs to inspect so I tested the extraction forces required on each. The least was 22 lbs and the highest was 32 lbs all at an angle of about 85 degrees from the horizontal. I am pretty confident that the rig that aroused my curiosity in the first place was an "anomaly" - of the 5 only 2 were capable of being picked off the ground by the reserve bridle and only 1 of those could be swung around, and then only 1.5 revolutions before releasing the bag. The first rig was swung through 720 degrees and showed no signs of giving up the bag until manually/forcefully extracted. Going to wait another couple of days to get a clearer response from the manufacturer though....... Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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what are acceptable reserve extraction forces




sid replied to
sid's topic in Gear and Rigging









12 lbs, the pull was no problem....... Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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what are acceptable reserve extraction forces




sid replied to
sid's topic in Gear and Rigging









so I repacked the rig and put it back on Raju and had him lay down on the floor. He pulled the reserve and the pilot chute launched just fine. I tied a slip knot in the bridle, stood on a chair (much to the amusement of the fire-fighting trainees in the next room) and pulled upwards at 90 degrees with my scale. This is still a tough extraction and the scale hit 38 lbs before the rig gave up the freebag. It also required a sustained pull, in other words the scale didn't get to 38 and the bag just popped out, during the pull (from about 30lbs onwards) it required a sustained pull to have it rotate upwards and out. I will be reporting this to the manufacturer for their opinion, but would welcome other opinions from technically minded riggers...... Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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what are acceptable reserve extraction forces




sid replied to
sid's topic in Gear and Rigging









Actually I did that! Got my trainee to lay down wearing the rig, then attached a scale to the bridle and started pulling at about a 30 degree angle. At first he started to slide across the floor (he weighs 140 lb) and the scale crept up to 40 lbs before the rig gave up the freebag.... Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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what are acceptable reserve extraction forces




sid replied to
sid's topic in Gear and Rigging









That's the part that concerns me Bill, "and then releases the bag" if I can (with the main in as a total mal sim) pick the rig up by the reserve bridle, then swing it through 720 degrees and not extract the freebag/reserve, is it a cause for concern, or would the pilot chute generate enough drag to extract that puppy? When is a tight fit too tight? When testing in the loft, how many pounds of pull force should I have to exert to be able to be happy that in an aad fire at < 1000 feet the freebag would release in time? Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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what are acceptable reserve extraction forces




sid replied to
sid's topic in Gear and Rigging









please let me know, I have had a few incidents recently that I would consider an anomaly, I have written to the manufacturer but the weekend here is Fri/Sat and they are just getting in to work as I'm leaving, so I haven't heard anything yet. I don't want to post anything negative until they've had a chance to see and analyze the info. But I would like to know what other professional in the field consider normal/acceptable Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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what are acceptable reserve extraction forces




sid replied to
sid's topic in Gear and Rigging









I did a search and the thread that I found had no really useful information, so I am asking here. USPA and PIA issued an advisory recommending that the force required to extract a freebag from a rig while simulating a total malfunction be tested. so my question is what is an anomaly to a normal freebag extraction? How many pounds (or kilos, I can do math) of force should it take to extract a freebag from a rig. I'm not looking to start one of those name calling pissing contests here, I just want to know what riggers feel is acceptable and what constitutes an anomaly....... Thanks y'all Pete Draper Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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India suits




sid replied to
skydiveoc's topic in Instructors









I have bought a bunch of stuff from Frexer.com in Pakistan. The suits were good quality, well sewn and have lasted. CAUTION! Wash carefully in cold water and let them hang to dry! At first sizing was an issue but after we explained that a medium in Pakistan was a tiny in the US they got it right. Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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Teaching Tool - Lockstitch graphic




sid replied to
fcajump's topic in Gear and Rigging









this graphic caused me to post here for the first time in about a year - THAT IS F'in FUNNY Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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Vibes for Jarrett Martin




sid replied to
stratostar's topic in The Bonfire









{{{{{{{{{{{{{vibes}}}}}}}}}}}}}} Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?






	
 August 26, 2009

	

 41 replies







	




[image: sid]







Damn Cypres servicing! 




sid replied to
npgraphicdesign's topic in General Skydiving Discussions









I don't know how your rigger works, but I will always close the rig up without the AAD and then install it for free when it gets back. No reason to stop jumping just because the Cypres isn't in it...... Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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BaseR For Skydiving.




sid replied to
Xempt17's topic in Gear and Rigging









check THIS pic out (ps: for the record I'm not advocating this as a skydiving rig but if even Miles Daisher can freefly in one....... ) Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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Drogue release failure




sid replied to
Rover's topic in Tandem Skydiving









.... and that's just one of the reasons that they give us 2! Good job, glad that you're safe Pete Draper, Just because my life plan is written on the back of a Hooter's Napkin, it's still a life plan.... right?
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